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able well enough to repair that loss, though they all perished. Then he
took the helmet into his hands, and looking: round about, when lie
saw all those who were near him stretching1 their heads out and look-
ing- earnestly after the drink, he returned it again \vith thanks with-
out tasting a drop of it. "For," said he, "if I alone should drink,
the rest will be out of heart." The soldiers no sooner took notice of
his temperance and magnanimity upon this occasion, but thev one
and all cried out to him to lead them forward boldly, and began
whipping on their horses. For whilst they had such a king they said
they defied both weariness and thirst, and looked upon themselves to
be little less than Immortal. But though they were all equally cheer-
ful and' willing, yet not above threescore horse were able, it Is said, to
keep up, and to fall in with Alexander upon the enemy's camp* where
they rode over abundance of gold and silver that lay scattered about,
and passing by a great many chariots full of women that wandered
here and there for want of drivers, they endeavored to overtake tne
first of those that fled, In hopes to meet with Darius among: them,
And at last, after much trouble, they found him lying in a chariot,
wounded all over with darts, just at the point of death. However,
he desired they would give him some drink, and when he had drunk
a, little cold water, he told Polystratus, who gave it him, that It had
become the last extremity of his ill fortune to receive benefits and
not be able to return them. "But Alexander," said he, ''whose kind-
ness to my mother, my wife, and my children 1 hope the gods will
recompense, will doubtless thank you for your humanity to me. Tell
him, therefore, in token of my acknowledgment, I give him this right
hand," with which words he took hold of Polystratus's hand and died.
When Alexander came up to them, he showed manifest tokens of
sorrow, and taking off his own cloak, threw it upon the body to cover
It. And some time afterwards, when Bessus was taken, he ordered
him to be torn in pieces in this manner. They fastened him to a
couple of trees which were bound down so as to meet, and then be-
ing let loose, with a great force returned to their places, each of them
carrying that part of the body along with it that was tied to it.
Darius's body was laid in state, and sent to his mother with pomp
suitable to his quality. His brother Exathres, Alexander received in-
to the number of his intimate friends,
And now with the flower of his army he marched into Hyrcania,
where he saw a large bay of an open sea, apparently not much less
than the Euxine, with water, however, sweeter than that of other
seas* but could learn nothing of certainty concerning it, further than
that in all probability it seemed to him to be an arm issuing from
the lake of Maeotis. However, the naturalists were better informed
of the truth, and had given an account of It many years before
Alexander's expedition; that of four gulfs which out of the main sea